
PROJECT
DEMONSTRATION

AITKIN

WHAT DOES THE DATA SAY?





The improving safety and active transportation work group
was formed and identif ied an area they would l ike to focus
improving the safety for those who walk and bike for
transportation.  

ABOUT THE PROJECT

Walk audits can be most effective when publ ic off icials and
community members of varying backgrounds,  ages and
abi l it ies are intentional ly invited and welcomed along so
they can experience and react to the condit ions directly .



Community Walk Audit 

2022

JULY 

2023

The committee ref ined
the project layout and

order the suppl ies.

DECEMBER 

The demonstration
project was instal led on

May 10,  2023

MAY 

Removal of the temporary
materials .  Continue the  

col laboration with MnDOT
for the future

reconstruction of Hwy.
210/169 in 2030.

OCTOBER

PROJECT TIMELINE



LET 'S REVEW THE DATA

SURVEY SPEED INTERVIEWS
PEDESTRIAN

BICYCLE 
COUNTS



SURVEY
RESULTS

sandwich board with information

Yard sign along the demonstration
and at the elementary school





Did you walk across Highway 169 or
Minnesota Ave where the temporary
bump - outs are instal led at 1st Street? 64%36%

YES NO
1 Unanswered
129 Answered



How safe do you feel  crossing Highway 169 or Minnesota
Avenue with the bump-outs (or known as curb extensions)

13 Unanswered
117 Answered

3.17 

lowest

average

Highest



Even less people stop at the
crosswalk then before. 

State highway, cars don not
care

Cars and trucks at that point
go over the speed limit

Vehicles have to make wide
turns in to other lanes to

complete the turn.

It is nearly impossible to get
traffic to stop there even with

the bumpouts. 

The cars slowed down all
through the school crossing

zone. 

I don't see how they help. 

It is a very busy roadway, but I
think the bumpouts bring

more awareness to
pedestrians/cyclists

They are DISTRACTING!

The physical barrier made
me feel like the cars were

less likely to get close to me.
It also gave me a defined

path on which to walk. 

I don't think it will make a
difference. 

Fast moving traffic and
a lot of it

People should be walking on
sidewalks when they are

present. If the need to walk
on street then stay off to the

side as much as possible.

I think there should be sidewalks
because the cars are so close and
it’s more distracting with the side
bumps being there and harder to

see kids and pedestrians!

To high of traffic area
for bump outs. Need

actual sidewalks.

I think they’re great because
people are more visible when

you’re driving through and
they’re like a wake up because

it’s something different that you
need to pay attention to.



Would you be in support of bump-outs (known as curb
extensions across Highway 169 or Minnesota Avenue? 

YES

MAYBE

NO

1 Unanswered
129 Answered



Are there additional  crossing locations in Aitkin we should
consider for a temporary or permanent bump - out? 

12 Unanswered 
118 Answered 

At the post office  where more
people walking but maybe just

white crossing paint

Other crossing where there are no
sidewalks on either side of the street.

Also 5th street has no sidewalks on
either side. Can we have a sidewalk on

at least one side? 

By little league field

On Hwy. 210 in front of
the Aitkin High School &

Government Building On Hwy 210 from Dairy
Queen to Journey North

On Hwy 210 at the
intersection of

CVS/Duff's/Aitkin Motors. 

Over by the Ripple Center and Block
North. The people that go to Block

North park all over that intersection.
I've almost been hit many times

walking and driving. 

Everywhere in town along the
main roads. I also saw a lot of
people utilizing the space for

walking and biking.

To be able to cross from
Aitkin Health Service to

the other side.

YES

NO



The stretch between Aitkin Health Services (or Hallet Antiques on the opposite side) on down past Tire Barn
would be helpful. I know there’s a walking path that runs behind the hotel, but honestly it’s really out of the way

for people who are just trying to walk to work at County Market as quickly as possible. I think it could meet up with
the walking path once you’re over the hill, but there’s a good half mile stretch that’s just so dangerous to walk and

yet so many people use it.

A safe sidewalk MUST be put in along the 169 stretch from Aitkin Health Services to connect to the walking
path/bike trail. There are a lot of employees and residents who walk along that stretch to get to Paulbecks. I am

always worried for them as that section of road has pot holes, drain grates, uneven stretches, and driveways that
can be a hazard to someone walking. A lot of the people walking along that stretch are not going to take the longer

route of the bike path - they are commuting to work at the grocery store and walking is their only source of
transportation. Our city needs to create a safe place for these residents to walk. I fear that nothing will get done
until someone gets hit or hurt by a vehicle and it will be too late. Our town needs to be proactive to create safe

places for residents to access basic necessities - like a grocery store.



Did you walk along Hwy. 169 or Minnesota
Ave. using the temporary sidewalk?

3 Unanswered
127 Answered

YES

NO



How safe did you feel  walking
along the temporary sidewalk?

34 Unanswered
96 Answered

3.51 

lowest

average

Highest

Others who often walk that
stretch have said feel safer since

now sidewalk.

Too close to traffic
with no curb

Drivers are distracted by not
having a head-on with on-

coming traffic.

Cars still don’t always stop
for pedestrians in that

crosswalk

I think this is a great area to have
the temporary sidewalk placed. It

allows people to walk on the
proper side of the road

I live on the other side and feel
more comfortable as there is a

patch of grass between the
road and sidewalk.

The cars slowed
down.

Use common sense and
use the sidewalk on

other side.

RAted 1
rated 5

rated 3

rated 4 rated 3

rated 5

rated 5

Traffic moving
too fast

rated 5

I haven't crossed it on foot but
I drive by there. I'm all for

them.

rated 3



Would you be supportive if  the temporary
sidewalks become permanent with a sidewalk or
side path?

4 Unaswered
126 Answered 

NO

YES

MAYBE



Are there additional  sidewalk gaps in Aitkin we
should consider for a temporary or permanent
sidewalk or sidepath?

21 Unanswered
109 Answered

169/210 between Ford and
Atwater on north side. West of

town by Aicota.

YES

NO

1st Ave SW. there is a lot of foot traffic down the

middle of the street. Kids crowded on the street in the

winter with parked cars, snow banks, and school

busses. A daycare adds traffic congestion also. Needs

a sidewalk, there is already a shortage of on street

parking with the school nearby

Need sidewalk on at least
one side from 3rd street to

the motel where the walking
trail starts

By the old family dollar heading South
towards paulbecks. It would be nice to

be able to ride bike/walk to the bike path
and grocery store safely without having
to walk in the shoulder of the highway!



37 comments were submitted



Demographics 



Demographics 

resident of aitkin

work in aitkin

visiting aitkin

other



Demographics 

vision

mobility

hearing

cognitive

none



SPEEDS

AVERAGE SPEED

31 mph

Before the Installation of the Demonstration Project

8:30 - 9:30 am squad car parked 200 Block and MN Ave S.



During the Installation of the Demonstration Project

30 mph

AVERAGE SPEED

8:30 - 9:30 am squad car parked 200 Block and MN Ave S.



INTERVIEWS

Expanding the sidewalk at the crossing to the baseball fields
and City Park makes a lot of sense and is something people in

the neighborhood have asked for in the interest of safely
crossing the road. The project has slowed down traffic and

provides better visibility for people who need to cross. Making
these bump-outs into permanent sidewalks in the future will

make it safer for our community to enjoy the recreation Aitkin
has to offer.

 
Jason Henke, City of Aitkin Council Member



Demonstration projects like these can often show residents and businesses how the
roadway may be different then what is out there today. People don’t typically
understand that changing the way a road is designed and what is looks like can

change the way drivers use a roadway, both in selecting speed and and how they
interact with the environment around them. Traditionally, these changes are done
with permanent changes such as adding or modifying curb, reducing lane widths or
other elements, and modifying the traffic control devices on a roadway. However,
permanent changes to pavements and concrete curbs often come with significant

expense, along with significant planning and engineering to ensure it is done
correctly. Temporary materials like these demonstration projects can often be done

inexpensively, quickly, and with little cost compared to the permanent changes.
These temporary changes can give an idea of what permanent materials could

achieve when the time comes. 

Derek Leuer, MnDOT Traffic Safety Engineer


